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The Anthropological Survey of India (AnSI), established in 1945 under the Ministry of Cultyre
Government of India, is the country's premier institution dedicated to the biological and cultural
study of India's diverse populations. Headquartered in Kolkata, Survey functions through eight

Regional Centres across the country and undertakes multidisciplinary research, documentation
iblications, museum activities, capacity building, academic collaborations and outreach
ation and promotion of India's cultural and biological heritage.
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d out extensive ficldwork under various National and Regional
> field investigations were conducted across different parts of the

s undertaken during the year include:
ad Biological Anthropology

c Study among the PVTGs of India

field investigations under this flagship research programme to

ne of India's Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Groups (PVTGs). As

stigations have so far covered 31 PVTGs across the country, leading
than 40 stable health-associated microbial markers. The project is

Ithy and Successful Ageing in Smart India: Integrating
and energy expenditure with reference to loT, Al and ML
3 project to examine the interrelationship between ageing, health
in contemporary India. Integrating research on artificial
f Things (IoT), machine learning, epigenetics, energy expenditure
ect seeks to generate a comprehensive understanding of healthy
among elderly populations in both smart and non-smart urban

act of Palacoclimate of Indus—Saraswati Civilization Using
opathology, Stable Isotope & Ancient DNA Analysis

research in biological anthropology through ancient DNA, stable
 adaptation to environmental change. Drawing upon invaluable

logical collaborations, the project is generating new evidence
and human adaptation across millennia. A major achievement
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provided significant evidence of long-term population continuity In the Kashmir Valley Wi

5 g ) . g ' P i sretanding
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of the peopling and cultural history of the Himalayan region.

» Impact of Changing Agricultural Practices on Rural Health: A Study in Vidarbha

Region of Maharashtra
This project examines the impact of changing agricultural practice
being of farming communities in the Vidarbha region of Maharashtra. The study focuses on
the effects of agricultural intensification, including increased use of fertilizers. pesticides and
pioien on socio-cconomic conditions, dictary practices and public health. It also
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5 on the health and well-

montality, morbidity, reproductive health and community perceptions of disease
farming populations to generate evidence for informed policy interventions.

trategic Research

er Villages: Impact Assessment of Vibrant Village Programme with
ce to Tourism Development & Harnessing the Roots of Indian
n Anthropological Study on Himalayan Border Areas

5 national research initiatives, AnSI is generating comprehensive
nentation of India's frontier communities by studying their cultural heritage,
Tlivelihoods and unique experiences of border life. The projects also assess
vact of the Vibrant Villages Programme, with particular emphasis on
t, cultural preservation, sustainable development and community
building. Field investigations cover 17 Vibrant Villages across
Himachal Pradesh, Sikkim, Uttarakhand and the Union Territory of

d Social Impact Studies

Cﬁ!nges in Rural India through Jal Jeevan Mission (JJM): A Social
ion through Anthropological Lens

tiony ide evaluation of the Jal Jeevan Mission (JJM) to assess the social
nousehold tap-water access on public health, hygiene, women's
hoods and community well-being. The study provides valuable
on the role of improved water security in enhancing quality of life,
omies and promoting sustainable social development. During the year,
e completed in 10 States, namely Rajasthan, Gujarat, Telangana,
Maharashtra, Karnataka, Odisha, Bihar and Haryana.

lﬂferéState Borders of Chhattisgarh, India: Identities, Intra &
nships & Developmental Concerns

ulM dynamics of communities residing along the inter-State
arh and flelghbouring States, with particular emphasis on identity
mn Pnfty relationships, constitutional status and developmental

. the Impact of differing State policies on communities sharing

hl o - o’ " -
t possessing different constitutional classiﬁcatiom




(hereby generating evidence relevant to welfare measures, social justice and  policy

formulation.

» Ethnographic Study on Sikligar Community of { ittarakhand (in collaboration with

the State Govt. of Uttarakhand)

The study documents the historical background, cultural heritage and socio-economic
conditions of the Sikligar community in Uttarakhand. Tt focuses on access to education,
healthcare and livelihood opportunitics, while also examining issues relating to social
exclusion and discrimination, wherever applicable. The findings are expected to provide
ewdmm anthropological inputs for consideration of the community's constitutional
inthe appropriate category within the State.

s and Environmental Anthropology

s as Recorded and Experienced by the Onge at Dugong Creek
the Directorate of Tribal Welfare, Andaman & Nicobar

ijaya Puram)

project seeks to document the environmental changes perceived
e community over generations, including both natural and human-
also records indigenous ecological knowledge, adaptive strategies
"ledge transmission. The project aims to develop multimedia
on the Onge community's understanding of their environment,
Benous knowledge preservation and environmental anthropology.

 India, with special reference to Bastar

document and analyse rock art sites in the Bastar region of
sciplinary anthropological approach. The study examines the
listic characteristics and socio-cultural contexts of rock art while
temporary tribal symbolism and cultural practices. The project
mmendations for heritage conservation and community-based

[TONS
lia has entered into various significant academic collaborations
stitutes for enhanced scientific research output;
aind Welfare of Japan
1a, Ministry of Culture, Govt. of India, New Delhi
nd, Ministry of Education, Govt. of India, Ranchi

North 24 Parganas, Barasat. West Bengal

EMINARS AND SCIENTIFIC EVENTS




o  AnSlorpanised the Indian Anthropology Congregs (IAC

) 2025 on the theme “linvisioning

Anthropology  for Developed  India™ iy collaboration  with the Indian  National
¢ ationa

. ; AA) atits Head Office, Kolkata,
o Survey provided Collaborative Academic Financial Assistance to Vidya Bhavana Visva

Bharati University, Santiniketan, for organising an International Seminar on “Praxis of
Anthropology in Human Development.” During the seminar, AnSI organised a Panel
Discussion on the National Research Project on the Jal Jeevan Mission (JIM).

s Survey has conducted a Symposium on “Population, Environment and Culture:
Interdisciplinary Approaches from ongoing Projects of the Anthropological Survey of
India” during the 46" Annual Conference of the Indian Association for the Study of

lation (IASP) 2025, organized in collaboration with the National Atlas and Thematic
drganization (NATMO) at the Head Office, Kolkata.

ical Survey of India organized two panel sessions during the Indian

ess (IAC) 2026 held at Pondicherry University on 22 February 2026.

on the following ongoing research projects:

: Exploring Healthy and Successful Ageing in Smart India:

g Epigenetics, Digital Divide, and Energy Expenditure with

10 IoT, Al, and ML"

ting the Impact of Paleoclimate of Indus Saraswati Civilization

Osteology and Paleopathology, Stable Isotope and Ancient

29

Confederation and Academy of Anthropologists (1N

rvey of India, in collaboration with Banaras Hindu University (BHU),

National Workshop on Collaborative Paleo-anthropology and

. Research on 23-24 March 2026 at BHU, Varanasi. During the

randum of Understanding (MoU) was signed between BHU and the

Survey of India to promote interdisciplinary research, educational
establishment of a field station within the BHU campus.

PERATION & CAPACITY BUILDING

el of this Survey visited Japan for attending the training programme
from India in connection with the Recovery and Repatriation of the
War Dead at Ministry of Health and Welfare (MHLW), Japan held
mber, 2025.

of Survey accompanied the delegates from the Japan Association for
iation of War Casualties (JARRWC) to participate in the trial

Id investigation conducted in Nagaland in the months of September
5 and February, 2026.

IONS AND OUTREACH

cultural events by tribal communitics, a puppet show on “Law

1o the freedom movement,” and also installed an ethnic food swll on

0 commemorate Janjatiya Gaurav Diwas.

Regional Centre (A&N RC), Sri Vijaya Puram, constructed one

pen hut within the office premises as part of the open museun
pological Museum.
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and contributions.
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arakram Diwas 2026 in the Andaman
e the 129th birth anniversary
s held at Netaji Stadium on

I Ground on 24 and 25

organized the Sth P
7020 to coMMemor:

| Survey of India

« Anthropologica
25 January

& Nicobar [slands from 23~
of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. The in
>3 January, while cultural programmes W¢
January 2026. In addition. the Ministry of Culture organized
Legacy of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose " al Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose Dweep for one
20206. Further. Survey also organized a seminar titled “hatton
isions on Neldji Spubhas Chandrd Bose” on 24 January
(Legends. Myths and \emorics)

Llllglll"dl pl‘ngrummc Wi

re organized at the T
an exhibition titled “Life and

month beginning 23 January
Building, National Integrity and
7026 and a talk show on «Gubhas Chandra Bose and IN/
on 25 January 2026.

« Additionally, AnSI also organized
Ramgarh, Jharkhand. on the theme
Government of Jharkhand and the Ramg

e Dr. N. Vijaya Lakshmi. TAS. Additional Chicl Secretary. Government of Bihar had
delivered and addressed on the occasion of the International W omen’s Day on 9" i'1 ”L;:

2026.

o Parakram Diwas programme on 23 January 2026 at

“ Anti-Compromise Vfeet . in collaboration with the

arh Army Cantonment.
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